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Friends,

Your tax-deductible contributions

are crucial to the work that CESP

does to create a world-class

necklace of shoreline parks along

San Francisco Bay.

To make a gift, please use the

enclosed envelope or go to our

website and click on the DONATE

button: www.eastshorepark.org

Thank you!

Conservation is an investment that does not lose its value. Please help CESP secure future parks.

CESP Board members Ellen Barth and Roberta Wyn

attended the Urban Land Institute (ULI) Technical

Assistance Panel (TAP) presentation about Pt. Molate

on March 11.

The TAP, which provides independent objective candid

advice on important land use and real estate issues, was

comprised of  experts in the fields of  land use, planning,

and design.

The TAP presented six planning considerations for Pt.

Molate, one of  which considered parks and open space.

Berkeley Bay Festival

Sat, April 16,11 am to 4 pm
Shorebird Park,
160 University Ave, Berkeley

Earth Day Beach Clean-up

Sat, April 23, 9 am to 12 pm
Albany Beach, at the end of
Buchanan Extension

Currently the City of  Richmond spends approximately

$500,000 each year to maintain Pt. Molate.

The TAP recommended that the City move forward with

an option that would provide some economic benefit. It

would include mixed use development (recreation/

leisure, hospitality, and residential), and it would require an

infrastructure update at Pt. Molate.

CESP continues to push for a 1,000-foot open space buffer

along the shoreline at Pt. Molate and is working with the

City of  Richmond to move Pt. Molate forward.

Albany Arts & Green Festival

Sun, May 1, 11 am to 4 pm
Memorial Park,
325 Portland Ave, Albany

State Park Advocacy Day

Tues, May 3, 8 am to 5 pm
State Capitol, Sacramento
Registration is closed, but
CESP staff will be there!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Point Molate shoreline The mission of  Citizens for East Shore Parks is to create a necklace of  shoreline parks from the Oakland Estuary to the Carquinez Strait.
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CESP honors the life of  co-founder Sylvia C. McLaughlin

December 24,1916 – January 19, 2016

Sylvia McLaughlin at Pt. Molate

CESP Staff  and Board members, along with many

other co-conspirators, friends and community leaders

joined the McLaughlin family to celebrate Sylvia

McLaughlin’s life at a memorial at St. Mark’s Episco-

pal Church in Berkeley on February 2, 2016.

The memorial was truly a celebration with moving

hymns and spirit-filled readings. CESP Executive

Director Robert Cheasty and Board members Doris

Sloan and Norman La Force along with Sylvia’s son

George McLaughlin shared reflections and remem-

brances.

Sylvia was an environmental activist all her life. She

was the co-founder of  Citizens for East Shore Parks

whose mission is to see a necklace of shoreline parks

from Oakland to the Carquinez Strait. Thanks to

Sylvia and hundreds of  other activists, 8.5 miles of

our East Bay shoreline that was formerly privately

held is now a public park with access to all.

Due to her work as co-founder of  Save the Bay, San

Francisco Bay is now 40,000 acres larger than it was in

1961. More than half  of  it is ringed with public trails

connecting a series of  shoreline parks.

Sylvia also helped establish the San Francisco Bay Con-

servation and Development Commission, the first coastal

protection agency in the US.

We are so grateful for Sylvia’s work and we accept the

charge to continue her work to expand parklands on our

east shore and save the bay.

Visit the CESP website to read eulogies by Doris Sloan

and Robert Cheasty. We invite you to share your memo-

ries of  Sylvia on our remembrance page. We will compile

these contributions to share with the McLaughlin family.

www.eastshorepark.org/sylvia.php

Here are some of the highlights:

“She had an uncommon generosity of  spirit that contributed so

much to her success. She encouraged those around her to share

their thoughts as equals. As a result, you always wanted to get

involved with her projects and stuff  more envelopes or attend

yet one more of  those endless long public meetings.” –Doris

Sloan, CESP Board Member

“She has left us an inspiring legacy of  parks, open space and

environmental activism. She was an inspiration to us all and

would want this important work to continue for future genera-

tions.” – Robert Cheasty, CESP Executive Director

“Sylvia poured her heart and soul into parks and open space

projects and one great example of  her regional footprint is the

McLaughlin Eastshore State Park.” – Patricia Jones, former

CESP Executive Director
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wetland and dune restoration, ADA beach access, parking improve-

ments, restrooms, and connecting the gap in the SF Bay Trail

between Gilman and Buchanan.

The city of  Albany continues to work with EBRPD to transition the

Albany Bulb to the district’s management as part of  McLaughlin

Eastshore State Park.

ALBANY BULB BIRD STUDY: 158 SPECIES IDENTIFIED

CESP and the Golden Gate Audubon Society, East Bay Chapter, were

invited to advise the City of  Albany and the East Bay Regional Park

District about the best management practices for protecting wildlife,

enhancing wildlife habitat, and educating visitors about the Albany

Neck and Bulb.

CESP received a grant from the California State Parks Foundation to

conduct a bird study at the Albany Neck and Bulb from July 2015-

June 2016, and to produce educational materials about the results of

the survey. The last bird survey was completed in 2008.

The purpose of  the bird study is to:

1.  Establish a baseline of  species and populations

2.  Assess habitat needs for resident, migrant, and breeding popula-

tions

3.  Offer guidance on vegetation management to enhance habitats

4.  Recommend methods for protecting species and populations

5.  Offer guidance on managing trails and building viewing platforms

6.  Assist in creating education programs.  

The survey uses a 1.8-mile prescribed route at the Albany Neck and

Bulb to conduct a traveling survey with 4 viewpoint stops.  Surveys

are being conducted twice per month for one year.  The Bird Study

participants were selected based on their ability to accurately charac-

terize plant communities and their associated bird species and num-

bers. So far, the surveyors have identified 11 additional species at the

Albany Neck and Bulb (since the bird survey completed in 2008),

contributing to a total of  158 species identified there. Surveyors are

using the eBird mobile application to track species counts and

locations. Read more about identified species here:

ebird.org/ebird/hotspot/L178143

CESP will have additional materials with survey results and data

available at our booth during upcoming outreach events this spring.

The Albany Neck

On  the  Horizon  for  CESPOn  the  Horizon  for  CESPOn  the  Horizon  for  CESPOn  the  Horizon  for  CESPOn  the  Horizon  for  CESP
from Robert Cheasty, Executive Director

Supporting organizations include: Golden Gate Audubon Society •  Sierra Club •  Save the Bay • NRSOSA

 Oakland Waterfront Coalition •  Berkeley Partners for Parks • California Native Plant Society

Environmental Defense • Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge • Friends of  Aquatic Park

Oceanic Society • Regional Parks Association • Urban Creeks Council • Contra Costa Hills Club

California State Parks Foundation • Citizens for the Albany Shoreline • Ecology Center

President Shirley Dean, and new Board members Helen Burke and Lana Husser.

These physical and internal changes present an invaluable opportunity to step back and review

our organizational mission, reposition ourselves and take strategic next steps. CESP is the

driving force behind the local shoreline park movement, involving thousands of  community

residents over three decades. Shoreline parks are a huge asset along our East Bay shoreline.

They create a balanced space for wildlife habitat and recreation for people while protecting our

dense urban neighborhoods by providing a buffer for rising tides due to climate change. CESP is

working to ensure that parks and open space remain a priority on our East Bay shoreline both

within and beyond McLaughlin Eastshore State Park (MESP). Our priorities for 2016 include:

Expanding the Park and the Resilient Shoreline:  CESP is meeting with city leaders from

Fremont to Hercules to promote the unified, resilient shoreline. MESP is a shining example

of  a unified shoreline but some areas of  the park are not complete and much of  the shoreline

north of  MESP is at risk. We need support from our leaders as we push for completing

MESP and expanding the Park north toward the Carquinez Strait. We’ll continue to expand

our outreach to county and state officials as well as agencies affected by rising sea levels.

Completing MESP: Two areas in MESP are on their way to completion: Berkeley Brickyard and

at the end of  University Ave. and in Albany, the Beach and Neck. CESP is working with the

City of  Albany to transition the Albany Bulb to MESP to be managed by East Bay Regional

Park District (EBRPD). More on these projects is included in this issue of  Shore Lines.

Albany Bird Study: Last year CESP, with the backing of  the California State Parks Foundation,

put out a call for birders to help conduct a bird study at the Albany Bulb and now the 12-

month bird study is in full swing. The data from this study will help guide park development

when the Bulb is transitioned into EBRPD management. CESP was able to conduct this study

thanks to Safeguarding Resources funding from the California State Parks Foundation. Read

about preliminary results of  this Bird Study in a write up by CESP Board member Steve

Granholm in this issue of  Shore Lines.

Come out to the shoreline this season. You can find CESP at the Berkeley Bay Festival, Saturday,

April 16; the Albany Earth Day Shoreline Clean-up, Saturday, April 23; and the Albany Arts &

Green Festival, Sunday, May 1.

Thank you for supporting CESP. We couldn’t do it without you! Please use the enclosed enve-

lope or visit our website to make a donation.
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www.eastshorepark.org

Robert Cheasty

Dear Parks Supporter:

Welcome to the spring edition of  the Citizens for East Shore Parks

(CESP) Shore Lines newsletter. Thank you for  celebrating 30 years of

advocacy with us last year! Much has happened since our last correspon-

dence at the end of  2015. CESP moved its office to Solano Avenue in

Berkeley (on the Albany border). In addition to the move we had

internal staff  changes.  Former Executive Director Patricia Jones

retired in January 2016, Robert Cheasty switched from Board Presi-

dent to Executive Director and Cameron Wilson was promoted from

Administrative Assistant to Program Manager.

We’re pleased to introduce our new Board (at left). We welcome new

The story of  how McLaughlin Eastshore State Park

(MESP) was formed—from a grassroots activist

perspective—is available to download on the CESP

website. Norman La Force, CESP Vice President,

compiled the detailed history. He covered the period

from the pre-1960s to the early 2000s in a project

entitled Creating the Eastshore State Park—an Activist

History.  The file is available at

eastshorepark.org/history.php

Thousands of  individuals and numerous organizations

came together to fight for an open and accessible shore-

line. The shoreline we see today is a testament to the

many activists who spoke up to protect it over the

decades. This spirit of  advocacy continues today.

Thanks to the efforts of  so many, two areas in MESP are

nearing completion: the Berkeley Brickyard and the

Albany Bulb.

BERKELEY BRICKYARD

The Berkeley Brickyard is located south of  University

Ave. west of  Frontage Road. The Brickyard terrain is a

sand beach with shallow open water and tidal mudflats.

The western shoreline has large slabs of  concrete rubble,

and the eastern edge and area around the cove is littered

with old bricks, which give the area its name. The cove is

prime bird habitat. The piped outfall for Strawberry

Creek is located at the northwest corner of  the Brickyard.

Berkeley had many proposals for building projects

along the shoreline including a mall and an airport.

CESP led grassroots activists to stand up and stop fill

and pushed for the park that you see today.

EBRPD started Phase I of  the Brickyard soil grading

project on February 24, 2016. Phase I physical changes

include lowering the dirt pile, removing contaminated

dirt, and then soil grading. The Brickyard is closed to

the public during this phase, which is anticipated to be

finished in late summer. Long term plans include

adding trails, seeding native plants, and restoring the

shoreline.

ALBANY BEACH AND BULB

The Albany shoreline is located at the end of  Buchanan

Street Extension. Home to iconic shoreline landscapes

like the beach, mudflats, and the Bulb, the Albany water-

front is also undergoing improvements by EBRPD. The

Albany Beach Habitat Restoration and Public Access

Project began in 2015. Phase 1, Shoreline Stabilization,

Habitat and Trail Improvements, will wrap up this year.

Phases 2 and 3 will address the Albany Beach including

Completing MESP
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