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The Albany Bulb at a glance: 
• The Albany Bulb was the first parcel to be designated as part of the Eastshore 

State Park (now McLaughlin Eastshore State Park) in 1985 when the City of 
Albany signed a 66-year lease with State Parks for the creation of a state park 
on the Bulb. This was the first step toward piecing together the shoreline 
parcels. The Bulb itself is incorporated into the McLaughlin Eastshore State 
Park General Plan and designated as an area for conservation.  

 
• In 2002, the transfer of management of the Bulb into the Park was deferred 

because of a cap and seal order from the State Regional Water Board. Through 
the work of CESP, this order was lifted in 2005. Since then the necessary steps 
to turn the Bulb over to State Parks/EBRPD have not happened.  

 
• The camper population has been growing exponentially (counts are 

approximate)- from 12 in 2009 to 32 in 2010 and 62 in 2013.  
 

• On May 6, 2013, Albany City Council voted to make the Albany Bulb a park 
accessible to the public, setting a goal to enforce the City's no camping 
ordinance by October 2013.  

 
• On June 17, 2013, the Council approved a $30,000 contract with Berkeley Food 

and Housing Project (BFHP) as the homeless outreach and engagement 
consultant at the Bulb.  

 
• On Sept 3, 2013, the Council approved an additional $30,000 contract with 

Berkeley Food and Housing Project (BFHP) to work with the campers at the 
Bulb. 

 
• The City, East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) and California Dept. of Parks 

and Recreation staff have begun meeting to discuss the park transition.  
 
The digging that has been done over recent years at the Plateau (adjacent to the 

Bulb) has led to erosion and de-stabilization of the landfill. EBRPD is currently 

working to repair this damage and reseed disturbed areas with native perennial 

grass.  


